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In fulfilling its charge as established in the Bylaws of the Berkeley Division of the Academic 
Senate, the AMCULT carried out the following activities during the 2021-22 academic year. 
Professor Ivonne del Valle (Spanish & Portuguese) served as chair and as an ex-officio 
member on the Committee on Courses of Instruction for the Fall 2021 semester. Professor 
Bryan Wagner (English) served as the chair and as an ex-officio member on the Committee 
on Courses of Instruction for the Spring 2022 semester. 

 
The Subcommittee reviewed a total of 59 course and instructor proposals and student petitions 
for satisfaction of Berkeley Division Regulation 300, American Cultures Breadth 
Requirements. Subcommittee members evaluated proposals and petitions to ensure courses 
were integrative and comparative; addressed theoretical and analytical issues relevant to 
understanding race, culture, and ethnicity in American history and society; and, took 
substantial account of groups drawn from at least three of the following: African Americans, 
indigenous peoples of the United States, Asian Americans, Chicano/Latinos, and European 
Americans. 

 
I. Finished Business 

A. Actions on Course and Instruction Approvals and Student Petition Requests 
 

The following chart summarizes the actions of the Subcommittee. 
 

 Total Approved Denied Pended or 
Tabled 

New Berkeley Course 7 5 0 2 
Review of New Instructor for 
Existing Berkeley Course 

27 26 1 0 

New Off-Campus 
Course 

0 0 0 0 

Student Petition 
(Berkeley Course) 

3 0 3 0 

Student Petition 
(Non-Berkeley Course) 

22 6 16 0 

TOTAL 59 37 20 2 

 
B. Completed Issues 

• The Subcommittee voted to meet for the 2021-2022 Academic Year on 
Zoom. 9/10/21  

• Deadlines for American Cultures Subcommittee Review:  
The Subcommittee approved the creation of deadlines for American 
Cultures Subcommittee Review. These deadlines will allow the 
Subcommittee to review, pend, and re-review if necessary, proposals in a 
timely manner. 11/05/21 

II. AMCULT Correspondence for Review of Academic Senate Policies and Issues - None 
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III. Unfinished Business 
A. Office of Planning and Analysis Data: Every year, the American Cultures Center 

works with the Office of Planning and Analysis to track course offerings and 
enrollments. This year the AC Center looked deeper as several ongoing questions 
about who takes AC courses and who teaches AC courses. The American Cultures 
Subcommittee raised the question if the increase in AC enrollments was due to an 
increase in community college transfer students. The Subcommittee also raised the 
question if some departments are better suited to offer AC courses. Some faculty 
may be more open to AC material if they encounter that material in their home 
department.  The Subcommittee agreed that regardless of where students complete 
the AC requirement, AC courses provide students the opportunity to take courses 
across disciplinary boundaries.  

B. Community College AC Courses: The Subcommittee wanted to further review the 
oversight process for community college courses that are approved to fulfill the AC 
requirement. But, the Subcommittee felt that there was not enough time in the 
semester to take on this project and wanted to discuss at a later date.  

C. Improving the 3 questions instructors and students are required to answer when 
submitting a course for AC credit: The Subcommittee felt that the 3 questions that 
students are required to answer in student petitions are not as close in spirit to the 
Simmons Report as they would like them to be. On the other hand, the 
Subcommittee felt that the AC ‘Best Practices’ document was a better 
representation of qualities of a strong AC proposal. The Subcommittee wanted to 
move forward with improving the 3 questions and the AC ‘Best Practices’ 
document using the 2018 Guidelines as a tool, but decided that there was not 
enough time in the current semester to make substantial edits. The Subcommittee 
wanted to continue this project in a following term.  


