
  
 
DIVCO Policy Statement Related to the Function of Chancellor’s Advisory Committees 
and Other External Advisory Groups 
 
UC Berkeley’s Chancellor’s Office has established a number of advisory committees and 
advisory groups to help steer the institution and inform administrative decision-making. These 
entities are typically made up of a mix of internal (students, staff, faculty, instructors) and 
external (alumni and other interested parties) members. As such, they do not constitute a formal 
governance structure for the University and their access to information will therefore be, in 
general, limited to what is available publicly.  
 
At the same time, the topics on which these committees and groups advise will, on occasion, 
intersect with issues on which the Academic Senate retains authority. Berkeley’s Divisional 
Council establishes the following policy statements to clarify the role of these Chancellor 
Advisory Committees and Groups, as well as other external agencies and organizations 
providing advice to administrative decision makers (collectively referred to here as “Advisory 
Bodies”). We ask that our administrative partners affirm these statements: 

● No non-publicly available course materials may be provided to Advisory Bodies, 
including instructional content, such as syllabi and course materials, and student 
evaluations. 

● Academic Program Reviews (APRs) remain the formal structure by which programs are 
reviewed regularly. Advisory Bodies and any materials they produce may not override 
that process or alter review outcomes, nor is there any expectation or obligation that 
products of Advisory Bodies be incorporated into those reviews. 

● Academic reviews, in addition to APRs, may be conducted by the Academic Senate in 
fulfillment of our delegated authority over the curriculum and degrees without 
interference from Advisory Bodies or any obligation to address materials produced by 
them.  

● No records of complaints submitted to or investigations conducted by OPHD may be 
shared with Advisory Bodies beyond those that are already publicly available. 

 
Collectively, the above statements aim to preserve the delegated authority of the Academic 
Senate over the curriculum and degrees and to protect academic freedom in the University of 
California. Berkeley’s Divisional Council further emphasizes that: 

● The Academic Senate has delegated authority over the curriculum on our campus, 
including the ability to authorize the creation or cancellation of particular programs on 
academic grounds. 

● Instructors own materials associated with classes that they have developed or taught, 
including instructional and evaluative materials. 

● The Academic Senate is charged with protecting academic freedom, including 
evaluating claims of academic misconduct and oversight of and participation in 
associated faculty disciplinary procedures. Further, the protection of academic freedom 
extends the purview of the Academic Senate into how details of cases are archived and 
shared. 
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