
Dear Colleagues,

As I reflect on the fall semester, I must mention the fatigue created by the relentless 
waves of important and urgent issues that our campus has been facing. It started with 
UCOP’s release of unredacted OPHD incident files in the first weeks of the academic 
year and continued unabated up to and through the final week of the semester. Although 
it is critical that we maintain momentum to continue to address these issues and those 
that will be sure to follow, I also acknowledge the challenges in doing so.

Looking ahead, a priority for the Academic Senate in the spring semester is to continue 
our work related to the academic freedom in the classroom, which was brought to the 
fore by the events in December related to the suspension of Computer Science Lecturer 
Peyrin Kao. The Academic Senate has several efforts underway that will contribute to 
that work. First, the Academic Freedom Committee is actively working on guidelines to 
help instructors better understand their rights and responsibilities in the classroom and 
to ensure that our conception of the protections afforded to classroom speech are 
central in decision-making. In parallel, the Academic Senate’s Task Force on Academic 
Freedom, Free Speech, and Campus Climate is developing a framework to address 
matters at the intersection of free inquiry and climate more broadly, with implications for 
classroom speech. Each of these efforts will continue to move forward in the coming 
months, and we are currently exploring the possibility of moving our Spring Division 
Meeting, which is typically held near the end of the semester, to an earlier date in mid-
March, in order to create space for our collective deliberation on these important topics. 
We will work to ensure participation of key administrative leaders, who can answer 
questions we will inevitably have for them.



In other news, I am happy to announce the creation of an additional mechanism to 
connect the Academic Senate with the faculty broadly, a “Council of Faculty Chairs” 
(COFC). The COFC includes one faculty representative from each School and College 
(and Division, in the case of L&S). The COFC will meet with the Senate Chair and Vice 
Chair and will be asked to provide input on issues under consideration by the Senate, 
and will be able to bring new issues onto the radar of Senate Leadership. We are 
targeting February for a first meeting, which I am very much looking forward to. In a 
similar vein, those of you who signed up for the junior faculty lunches but were not able 
to participate in the fall should be on the lookout for an email regarding possible dates 
this semester.

I hope you all enjoy a couple of more weeks before the spring spring semester ramps up. 

Best,
-Mark Stacey
Chair, Berkeley Division of the Academic Senate
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