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Introduction

UC Berkeley is committed to academic excellence for all students, including our student-
athletes. The admission review process for prospective student-athletes is a comprehensive,
holistic evaluation designed to ensure students’ academic preparation to thrive, graduate, and
engage in self-discovery. The review process is overseen by the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions (OUA) and is applied through a holistic review system that assesses academic and
non-academic factors. Academic preparation is evaluated to ensure "strong confidence in their
ability to graduate from Berkeley". OUA readers exercise professional discretion by looking
beyond quantifiable measures like grades and test scores to evaluate the applicant's full record of
achievement in the context of their opportunities and personal circumstances. This
comprehensive review examines factors such as:

e The rigor of their coursework and academic accomplishment.

¢ Evidence of exceptional talents in athletic endeavors.

e Non-cognitive factors include leadership, commitment, and the ability to overcome
adversity.

Most student-athletes are admitted under the same rigorous, competitive admissions standards as
the general applicant pool, reflecting Berkeley’s commitment to academic accountability and to
maintaining the same high graduation rate for all other students.

Guiding Principles

1. Student-athletes who compete on UC Berkeley varsity sports teams are students first,
athletes second. Every student-athlete admitted to Berkeley is expected to commit to
obtaining a high-quality education and graduating on time.

2. The admission of student athletes shall be governed by the same general policies and
procedures used in evaluating and selecting applicants from the general admissions
pool.

3. As applicable, each student athlete shall be judged individually and comprehensively,
as stipulated by Berkeley’s first-year (FYR) or transfer (TR) admissions criteria. This



process, called holistic at the FYR level or comprehensive review at the TR level,
includes the following factors:

e The applicant’s level of academic preparation and accomplishment.

e The context in which the applicant learned and lived, the opportunities available
to the applicant, and how they responded to challenges.

¢ Evidence of the applicant’s commitment to pursuing college studies toward
graduation.

4. Admission shall be granted only to student-athlete applicants whose level of academic
preparation is deemed sufficient to warrant confidence in their ability to graduate from
Berkeley. The campus aspires to have the same high graduation rate for student-
athletes as for all other students.

5. The number of student-athletes admitted by exception shall be limited and regulated.
The following factors shall play a crucial role in determining the admissibility of
exceptions:

¢ The historic academic success rate of similarly prepared applicants on the teams
that nominate them.

e Academic support resources are available to any applicant admitted by
exception. This availability will be based on the support's carrying capacity
relative to demand, as determined annually by the Athletic Study Center (ASC).
ASC will update the Academic Senate Student-Athlete Admissions Committee
(SAAC) on its carrying capacity. Carrying capacity shall be quantified
concerning the number of hours currently used by student athletes, both those
admitted through SAAC and those not, and projections regarding future usage
of hours. Capacity will also be directly determined by the resources and services
available to the student, which can be committed to their personal and academic
development, leading to the successful completion of their chosen degree. The
ASC provides services in collaboration with on-campus colleges and
departments, including academic planning and counseling, tutoring, course
preparation, mentorship, and mental health programs.



Procedures

Before an individual can be admitted as a recruited athlete, they must be certified as someone
likely to succeed academically at UC Berkeley and graduate on time. This is a joint effort
between the OUA, the Office of the Faculty Athletics Representative (OFAR), and the ASC.
OUA evaluates a prospective student-athlete's academic record and assigns one of three statuses
based on established criteria: Standard Admission Eligibility (“Green”), Review with Academic
Deficiencies (“Yellow”), or SAAC Review Required “Red”).

e Standard Admission Eligibility: The prospect is fully eligible for admission based on

UC Berkeley's admissions policies. OUA informs Cal Athletics, and once the
application is submitted, OUA evaluates it and makes the final admissions decision.

e Review with Academic Deficiencies: Under UC admissions policy, the prospect is

not fully eligible to enter UC Berkeley, but their deficiencies fall within a defined
range for further review. OUA applies holistic or comprehensive review principles to
evaluate these cases, exercising professional discretion to admit the prospect based on
both academic potential and special talents. OUA may impose additional admission
conditions on the prospect, such as participation in a Summer Bridge program.

e SAAC Review Required: The prospect is not fully eligible, and their deficiencies fall
outside the pre-established review range. OUA informs the coach and recommends

that the prospect not proceed in the recruitment process. If the coach chooses to
continue, the prospect must be submitted to the SAAC for review and admission
approval.

At any point, a prospect may be moved from a “Standard Admissions Eligibility” or
“Review with Academic Deficiencies” status to a “SAAC Review Required” based off
OUA holistic or comprehensive review principles if OUA does not have confidence in
the student’s ability to be academically successful at Berkeley.

First-Year Student Workflow
The evaluation of a first-year prospect begins after a coach uploads all high school coursework to
Teamworks.

Homeschooled Students

To avoid an automatic SAAC Review Required status, homeschooled students must have
completed a home schooling curriculum provided by a school accredited by one of the seven



formerly regional accrediting agencies (or approved by the State Board of Education). They will
receive an official transcript and a high school diploma from that school.

International Students

The process first checks for university eligibility and English Language Proficiency (ELP) in
their home country.

Prospects are assigned Standard Admission Eligibility if they are eligible in their home
country and meet all standard ELP exam score requirements (e.g., TOEFL > 70).

If prospects are eligible in their home country but their ELP score falls within the low-
threshold review range (e.g., TOEFL score < 70), they are assigned to Review with
Academic Deficiencies.

Prospects who are not eligible in their home country but meet standard ELP requirements
may still be assigned Review with Academic Deficiencies if they earned a translated high
school GPA of 3.0 or better.

In all other circumstances (e.g., not eligible in their home country and low ELP score, or
low GPA and not eligible in their home country), the prospect is assigned SAAC Review
Required.

Domestic Students

The process reviews GPA in A-G courses and the completion of the A-G course pattern.

A FYR prospect is assigned Standard Admission Eligibility if they have a GPA of 3.0 or
better in A-G courses and are missing no more than one A-G requirement.

A FYR prospect is assigned Review with Academic Deficiencies if they have a GPA of
3.0 or better but are missing 2-5 A-G requirements, or if they meet all A-G course
requirements but their A-G GPA falls into the review range of 2.5-2.99.

A FYR prospect is assigned SAAC Review Required if they have a GPA below 2.5, are
missing more than five A-G requirements, or have a GPA below 3.0 with an A-G
completion count outside the review range.

Transfer Student Workflow
The evaluation of a transfer prospect begins after the coach uploads the student's coursework to
Teamworks.



International Students

If the student has completed three years of coursework in English, completed the UC
seven-course pattern breadth requirements, or has a UC-eligible English proficiency
exam score, they proceed to the High-Unit and GPA evaluation.

If they do not meet this criterion but their ELP score is in the low-threshold review range
(e.g., TOEFL score < 70), their status is set to Review with Academic Deficiencies at the
highest level. If their ELP score is below the low-threshold review range, they are
automatically designated as SAAC Review Required.

High-Unit Students

A student with over 90 transferable units is automatically designated as SAAC Review
Required.

If students have 80-90 transferable units, their status is set to Review with Academic
Deficiencies, and they proceed to the GPA and Breadth Requirements review.

High-Unit Students Transfer GPA and Breadth Requirements

A TR prospect is assigned “Standard Admission Eligibility” if they have a GPA of 2.8 or
higher in transferable coursework and meet the breadth requirements (missing no more
than two UC-E or UC-M for 60-79 units, or no more than one if greater than or equal to
80 units).

A TR prospect is assigned Review with Academic Deficiencies if they have a GPA in the
review range of 2.40-2.79 and meet all breadth requirements.

A TR prospect is assigned SAAC Review Required if the GPA is at or below the 2.39
review range, or if the student fails to meet the required breadth requirements, regardless
of GPA.

Student-Athlete Admissions Committee (SAAC)

If a coach chooses to continue recruitment for a prospect whose status is SAAC Review

Required, non-negotiable requirements by applicant type are:



e First-year students must provide a Letter of Recommendation (LOR) from a recent
academic (A-G) teacher, and participate in an interview with the ASC.

e Transfer students must provide a Letter of Recommendation (LOR) from a professor of a
transferrable academic course and participate in an interview with the Athletic Study
Center (ASC). Additionally, the ASC will also provide detailed Academic Plans for all

SAAC Transfer cases (if entering at Junior standing or higher), outlining their Path to
Degree (PTD).

SAAC evaluates the application, interview information, and LOR/academic plan (as required)
before deciding whether to approve or deny admission. All applicants admitted at this stage
count toward carrying capacity and require ASC monitoring. SAAC is responsible for
monitoring recruitment and the student-athlete admissions nomination process. Campus partners,
including Athletics and the Berkeley Athletic Study Center, monitor academic support for
student-athletes and consult with SAAC, which remains the final arbiter of whether academic
support is sufficient for those admitted on an exceptional basis.

SAAC is made up of at least six voting members, all of whom are members of the Academic
Senate:
1. The Chair of AEPE, serving as Co-Chair of SAAC;
2. The Associate Vice Chancellor and Dean of Enrollment, serving as
Co-Chair of SAAC;
3. The Faculty Athletics Representative;
A member of the Academic Senate Faculty Athletics Council (FACL);
5. A tenured member of the Academic Senate in the College of Letters and Science;
and
6. An additional member of AEPE, as selected by AEPE.

A quorum is 50% of the voting members present at the time of the vote. A case must receive 2/3
of the votes to advance. Meetings will be tentatively scheduled at the beginning of each
semester. Representatives from IA, OUA, or ASC who are not on the committee may attend to
assist in presenting cases. They will then leave the meeting while SAAC deliberates and votes.

Recruiting

Once coaches identify prospective student-athletes' interest, they must notify the designated staff
in Intercollegiate Athletics (IA) as soon as possible. IA will collaborate with the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions (OUA) to track prospects' progress through high school or junior
college to determine their eligibility for admission.



OUA will work with the Recruitment Coordinator in IA to make a preliminary determination of
the viability of the recruit, taking into account these factors:

1. Is the prospect likely to be UC-eligible (a requirement that includes a 3.0 grade
point average) at high school graduation?

2. Do the prospect’s current academic accomplishments and proposed study list
suggest they can succeed at Berkeley?

3.  What is the prospect's level of academic engagement?

OUA will provide IA with feedback on adjustments to the high school curriculum and classroom
performance levels (and, if applicable, standardized English-as-a-foreign-language tests) that
would enhance the prospective student-athlete’s chances of admission to Berkeley. Since
admissions decisions depend on rigorous evaluation, non-cognitive factors such as leadership,
commitment, and the ability to overcome adversity will also play a significant role in the review
of student-athletes' cases.

The qualities most important to OUA in high-performing high school athletes are academic
engagement and achievement. To assess a candidate’s qualifications against the general
applicant pool and determine the types of educational support an individual student may need
upon enrollment, each recruit is expected to interview with OUA and Athletic Study Center
(ASC) representatives during the recruitment process.

SAAC will emphasize the following criteria:
1. The history of academic success for student athletes whose profiles were similar
to the prospects’.

2. Academic resources are available to support prospective students if admitted.

3. The proportion of SAAC cases (excluding those not counted against carrying
capacity) already on the proposed student-athlete’s team roster, or who would
have been on the roster had they not left the team and/or university.

No recruited student-athlete can receive notification from Athletics of a financial aid package
before being formally admitted. Coaches cannot publicly identify a prospective student-athlete
on social media (including the prospect's name, nickname, or other personally identifiable info
(e.g., address) until the prospect has signed a National Letter of Intent (NLI) or submitted their
financial deposit to the University of California, Berkeley following an offer of admission. By
signing an NLI, a prospective student-athlete agrees to attend UC Berkeley for one academic



year. Pursuant to the terms of the NLI program, UC Berkeley agrees to provide student-athletes
with financial aid for one academic year, subject to admission to the institution. They are eligible
for financial assistance under NCAA rules. This means the institution's commitment to admit the
student must be made for the NLI to be valid. Whenever IA announces the successful
recruitment of a student-athlete, it should note that the recruitment was conducted in accordance
with NCAA rules and contingent on admission to the University.

Coaches and SAAC will need to keep summer student recruitment in mind to ensure a
responsible transition into the fall semester. Coaches need to ensure that students who may need
a condition of admission are brought to the committee by May 15th, so they can enroll in
summer classes if necessary. Students requiring admission conditions considered after May 15th
will likely be denied admission or offered deferred enrollment until the condition is met.

Admissions by Exception Parameters
For the football, men’s basketball, and women’s basketball:

o0 Atleast 60% of all athletic admissions will be realized through regular review. OUA
and SAAC may admit the remaining 40% by exception, at most. AEPE will review this
pilot policy in the Fall of 2025 after analyzing academic achievement data. Data
regarding Title IX implications will be collected and considered in this review.

For the remaining teams:
0 A 4-year average of 80% of athletic admissions by varsity sport and across all sports
(except football and men’s and women’s basketball) will be realized through regular
review.

SAAC can also impose conditions on the admission of any student-athlete, including, but not
limited to, mandating Summer Bridge!'l and/or first-year academic redshirt[?!,

Special Application Conditions

All prospective student-athletes reviewed by SAAC must provide a letter of recommendation
from a teacher in a core academic subject, submitted in either the junior or senior year. For
transfer applicants, the letter should be from an instructor who taught the recruit in a UC-
transferable course. Individual Learning Plan (ILP) hours include advising, learning specialists',
and graduate tutor hours. This applies to both freshman and transfer students.

Integrity of Admissions Process and Audit Compliance

In response to external interests and local and state audits, and building on earlier efforts to
improve compliance and accountability in athletics admissions, several policies have been
implemented to safeguard the integrity of athletics admissions.



All incoming student-athletes must sign an agreement, acknowledging that they were
admitted via the Student-Athlete Admissions Policy and, as such, are required to be
an active member of the sport team for at least one academic year.

Coaches must disclose on the Admissions Request Form any pre-existing relationship
with the prospective student-athlete or family and any involvement of other university
personnel or donors in referring the student to the coach or promoting the student’s
recruitment.

Coaches must also provide the Office of Athletic Compliance with an endorsement of
the prospective student’s athletic talent and supporting documentation (e.g., media
articles, awards, athletic performance results, recruiting rankings).

Coaches and sport staff members are prohibited from soliciting a donation from the
family of any prospective student-athlete they are recruiting who has not yet enrolled.

Before approving a prospective student (scholarship or non-scholarship) to be
designated for admission as a student-athlete, the Athletic Compliance Office
conducts a review through the University Development and Alumni Relations
(UDAR)’s Cal Advancement Data System (CADS) to determine whether the
prospective student-athlete is a relative of any UC Berkeley or Cal Athletics donor.

Rowing-Specific Requirements: The sport of rowing has a history of developing

successful student-athletes in college who have little or no experience competing in
the sport before college. A policy has been created requiring prospective rowing
student-athletes to demonstrate ergometer times consistent with those of current team
members. Prospective candidates must now have prior competitive experience.
Coaches must provide documentation of erg times/team status when submitting an
Admission Request Form.

For cases where the Athletic Compliance Office identifies a greater potential for a
conflict of interest, they will present the case to SAAC for an additional layer of
review. All instances of student-athletes without prior experience in their sport (or
rowers who do not meet the above criteria) will be referred to SAAC for review. All
cases involving children or relatives of coaches who are recruited for a team coached
by their parent/relative will be referred to SAAC for review.

All cases of a sport program wishing to designate a prospective student for admission
as a student-athlete after the student was initially denied admission (after having not



initially been designated as a student-athlete) will be evaluated by the OUA to
determine admissions eligibility under Student Athlete Admissions Policy. If
Standard Admission Eligibility (“Green’) or Review with Academic Deficiencies
(“Yellow”), OUA will review a student’s admissions appeal. If the student is
evaluated as SAAC Review Required “Red”, the student will need to be referred to
SAAC for review to determine if the student should have their appeal request granted.

Monitoring

AEPE and SAAC will monitor the admissions procedures, assess the outcomes, and report
annually to the Divisional Council (DIVCO) of the Academic Senate. This report summarizes
admissions statistics for the recently completed cycle, recent graduation rates, timely
declaration of undergraduate majors, progress toward degrees, and the average GPAs of
student-athletes in each varsity sport. Should particular teams exhibit unsatisfactory academic
performance, AEPE will work with OUA and IA to determine whether a systemic problem
warrants a change in policy or practice.

[1] Summer Bridge is a six-week rigorous academic residential program that facilitates the, local
and state audits, and transition of students from high school to the University.

[2] First-year academic redshirt is when Student athletes may practice and receive athletics aid
during the initial year of full-time collegiate enrollment, but may not compete in their first year
of full-time collegiate enrollment.

Approved by the Admissions, Enrollment, and Preparatory Education (AEPE) Committee 03/13/2026.



